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PROJECT  BG051PO001 – 7.0.01 – 0127 – С0001 
„ANALYSIS AND  APPLYING OF TRAINING MODELS TO 
INTERPRETERS-GUIDES  FOR  WORK WITH DEAFBLIND PERSONS
TOWARDS INCREASING THEIR SOCIAL INTEGRATION”
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Investing in your future!



Theme of the International Conference:
"Participation and inclusion into society. Efficient communication as a way of overcoming the social isolation of the persons with deafblindnes"	
Workshop 1.2. „Violence to a Greek deafblind girl at school“
Lecturers: Ms. Efrosyni Zafeiri, Psycologist and Music Therapist specialized in deafblind children,
and Ms. Diamanto Matsa (Greece), mother of a deafblind boy, president of the greek Association for deafblind: "The Heliotrope" 

Dorine, the story of a violence to a deafblind girl at school
This is the true story of a member of our association and I would like to thank her mother for sharing her daughter’s adventure. I have to admit that I was really hesitant to ask her to write down what have happened. But she did accept to do it. She told me: “However painful it might be to recall all those atrocious acts, stories like ours should be heard in order not to happen again!” 
My daughter, Dorine, is now 20 years old. She was born premature and due to medical mistakes she is deafblind and suffers from cerebral kinetic paraplegia. When she was 17 years old she was sexually abused from two of her classmates with such cruelty that you could never imagine. 3 years ago she was studying at a 
 It was one regular day at school. One of the teachers was on strike so Dorine’s class had some time off. It was then that two of her classmates younger than her (the one was 14 years old and the second 16) drag her to a quite place, hold her still, shut her mouth and raped her both of them, the one after the other, holding her hands behind her back. While raping her, they were videotaping the whole scene with their mobile phone.
They have threatened her that if she speaks they were going to kill her; they have cut clumps of her hair and hit her with a pair of scissors, injuring her head. Moreover they broke her school bag and tore her books and notebooks. And as if this wasn’t enough, they made her watch the video of the rape.     
An hour later a teacher came at the class for the next lesson. Dorine tried to explain him what have happened but unfortunately he didn’t understand and thought that her two classmates have just hit her. When Dorine came back home the afternoon she said nothing about the incident. She was very disturbed. She locked herself in her room and stayed there the rest of the day. She was shocked! Dorine is a very social, happy and talkative person but the next couple of days after her rape she was extremely quiet and self reserved. We have started to worry but thought that her vision or hearing was deteriorating. We would never have imagined the real reason of her unusual behavior! 
Unfortunately, 5 days later Dorine was raped again by the same two students. Her two classmates, taking advantage the absence of the school teachers attempted to abuse her in front of a third student who tried to stop them. But the two monsters – I dare to say – caught her hair and drag her to the toilet. They locked her in and raped her yet again. The third student who is deaf-mute was in despair. He was knocking and kicking the door trying to scream out loud. No one heard them. And I am still wondering where all thirty four teachers and staff of the school were. 
The two boys after having raped Dorine, they drag her to the class room, they hit her and made her watch the video again. My daughter collapsed. She was crying in total despair. The teacher who showed up at the classroom sometime later didn’t pay much attention to a crying girl even thought she recognized that Dorine’s behavior was strange and unusual. She just mentioned the incident to the Dorine’s teacher. Her teacher found Dorine crying constantly. He tried to calm her down and talk to her. Finally Dorine explained him exactly what she had been through. The third student, was had witnessed the incident, confirmed everything. He was crying as well saying that the two other students have done “bad, very bad things to Dorine”.  
The two boys have confessed their actions and the teacher send them to the school director. But, unlike our thoughts the director and teachers did their best to cover the whole issue, perhaps because no one could explain how they let such violent actions to take place. And I could not help but wonder how in a school with 34 teachers for only 40 students no one could protect an innocent creature, a 17 years old girl with disability. Apparently, because they were total responsible for letting Dorine being rapped, twice, the school teachers and director have decided to better conceal the true dimensions of my daughter’s story. And, as you can understand, this decision made things for Dorine and our family even worst. 
Because, no one dared to inform us about our daughter’s adventure. So, without having any idea about what Dorine was going through I have decided to let her participate at a programmed excursion with school, together with the two rapists. Dorine was very concerned about this excursion. She was really hesitant to go even scared. I thought that her behavior was due to the fact that she was going to an unfamiliar environment and because of her deafblindness she was insecure. So, I tried to encourage her to go thinking that this would help her to socialize. 
Finally, later that day, the school director called me for some other reasons and during our discussion he just mentioned that a classmate of Dorine (the 16 year old offender) had "patted" her hair so he got expelled from class. BUT the director DID NOT EXPEL HIM FROM THE EXCURSION!
The "severity" of the punishment for the pupil that just "patted the hair" of my daughter and with whom she studies together for many years, had concerned me.  That’s why, when my daughter returned from the excursion, I asked her to tell me what has happened. Her reaction helped me understand. She was extremely frantic, crying continuously. She was trying to explain, with her poor vocabulary.
Her brother, her father and I, were very scared: We realized that Dorine was a victim of a brutal abuse, of multiple abuses, both physical and psychological.
Along with Dorine, the whole family was raped over and over again, mercilessly in our soul, especially our 20years old son, with uncalculated negative effects in his mental state.
We were much more charged, when we had to confront the behavior of the school director: In order to prevent the consequences against the 2 schoolboys who were 100% responsible, they have covered their actions and made false facts instead of giving publicity to this problem, in order to avoid new victims!
The next school year and despite the decision of the board of professors to expel the two boys from school, Dorine was again in the same school bus with them.
They were impudent, due to the luck of punishment to them, they were vulgar to her, they were threatening her, because "she talked and recounted".
I am still wondering whether this is education.
They were spitting on her, they were tearing her books apart, they were ignoring her, nobody was talking to her, they were kicking her and they were insulting her continually.
The same things happened to her friend, who was trying to protect her!
You have to note that since then, the third boy is reacting with terror to any human touch and he is depressed, without understanding why all these awful things happened.
The Therapists and the Psychologists explained to me, that my daughter was "lucky" that she is mentally younger than her age, due to her deafblindness. She didn't comprehend the whole essence of this negative experience. She was helped by the fact that she managed to talk about the incident therefore the pain became milder.
But today still, she feels the injustice against her, since she – the victim - was obliged to study to another school and not the victimizers.
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